
Hosted by the CUNY SPH Center for Immigrant, Refugee, and Global Health

June-December 2022 Cohort

Community Health 
Practice Collaborative:
Host Organization 
Information Session



What is the CUNY SPH 
fieldwork program?

The purpose of the fieldwork program is for Master’s level students from the CUNY Graduate School of 
Public Health and Health Policy to develop practical skills, gain valuable work experience, make useful 
professional contacts, and further their public health competencies outside of the academic setting. 

Fieldwork experiences allow students to develop, manage, evaluate, or lead evidence-based public health 
projects. Each experience varies according to the needs of the fieldwork site and the student’s interests and 
professional development goals.



How are placements 
selected?
• Organizations may apply to host 

1-5 student(s). 

• After presenting your 
organization and project in the 
first class, students will sign up for 
their top two choices. 

• The instructor will review both 
your project ideas and their 
applications to determine the 
group assignments.



Who will I be 
hosting?

The student(s) you will be working with are either 
MPH or MS students at the CUNY Graduate School 
of Public Health & Health Policy, and typically have 
the following characteristics:

• Majority are working professionals; of those 
employed, 62% are working full-time

• Average age is 26 years-old

• 8-10% international students

• 3-5 years of professional experience prior to 
CUNY SPH

• Broad range of professional backgrounds, 
including health, social sciences, natural sciences, 
business etc.



Internship Timeline and Host Expectations

Timeline Host Organizations CUNY SPH Student Teams

Late February– May 15
Work with CUNY SPH staff and faculty to develop a project proposal, designate a 
point person, and identify additional requirements for the student team (required 
vaccinations, documentation, required background checks, etc.).

Register for required CUNY SPH courses, including Community Health Practice 
Collaborative.

June 1 Course Begins

June 1- June 7
Prepare relevant background information about the project to share with the 
student team.

Prepare for project work by attending course sessions; review project proposals, submit 
project preferences, and form teams.

June 7 Student Teams Finalized

June 7- June 14

Work with student team to complete any additional requirements (required 
vaccinations, documentation, required background checks, etc.) needed to conduct 
project work.

Send introductory email to host organization; complete any additional requirements 
(required vaccinations, documentation, required background checks, etc.) needed to 
conduct project work 

June 14- July 31
Project work (approximately 2 hours per week); provide feedback on the student 
team’s project outline.

Project work (approximately 6 hours per week)

July 31
Provide feedback to student team and CUNY SPH faculty Submit final presentation and deliverables to CUNY SPH faculty and host organization

July 31 End of Summer Semester

August 26 Start of Fall Semester

August 26- December 10
Project work (approximately 2 hours per week); provide feedback on the student 
team’s project outline.

Project work (approximately 6 hours per week)

December 14 or 21 Attend student team’s presentation and provide feedback. Deliver a final presentation at CUNY SPH to the host organization.

December 22
Provide feedback to student team and CUNY SPH faculty Submit final presentation and deliverables to CUNY SPH faculty and host organization

December 22 End of Fall Semester



Example of Fieldwork Project: 
Community Needs 
Assessment

• A community-based organization received funding to 
conduct a Community Needs Assessment but has limited 
staff and capacity.

• After learning that Graduate Students with CUNY SPH are 
trained to conduct Community Needs Assessments in their 
program, the organization decides to apply to host three 
students for this project.

• Three Graduate Students with CUNY SPH are assigned to 
work with this organization as their fieldwork site. 

• The placement increases the short-term (~6 months) 
capacity of the organization, allowing them to maintain staff 
focus and service provision, while simultaneously running a 
Community Needs Assessment with student support.



Example of Fieldwork Project:
Development of Workplace 
Trainings

• A nonprofit organization wants to provide 
ongoing training courses for their staff and 
volunteers, but do not have the funds to hire out 
these services or the time to develop the 
trainings themselves.

• After learning that Graduate Students with CUNY 
SPH are trained to develop and implement 
health-focused curriculums, the organization 
decides to apply to host one intern.

• An intern is assigned to work with the nonprofit 
as their fieldwork site.

• During the 6-month placement, the graduate 
student develops and implements a trauma-
informed care training for staff and volunteers, 
complete with a best practice toolkit and fact 
sheet for future reference.
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Example of Fieldwork Project:
Emergency Response Coordination

• A grassroots organization is providing emergency 
placement and assistance to refugees following a crisis. 
They are receiving many requests for certain health 
services that they do not provide.

• After learning that Graduate Students with CUNY SPH 
are trained to design collaborative, community-based 
systems to advance health equity, the organization 
decides to apply to be a host site.

• Five interns are assigned to work with the nonprofit as 
their fieldwork site.

• The group of students create a detailed repository of 
vetted service providers in the area who meet specific 
language and insurance/cost qualifications. The 
repository allows the organization to make the referrals 
and provide a more holistic service experience for their 
clients, both during the emergency and into the future.



Apply to become an organizational fieldwork site from June-December 2022 at:
https://cirgh.sph.cuny.edu/our-work/education-professional-development/host-an-

intern/

Applications are due by Sunday, May 15, 2022. 
Please complete the form on the webpage to apply; a template is available for 

download.

Contact Ansley Hobbs, Project Officer at the Center for Immigrant, Refugee, and 
Global Health, at laura.hobbs@sph.cuny.edu with any additional questions or 

concerns.

https://cirgh.sph.cuny.edu/our-work/education-professional-development/host-an-intern/

